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emasculation?    And   whatever   may   be   the potency   of
non-violence, is it not impossible as a weapon of defence?"
u Do you want me to answer these questions?" asked
Gandhiji, cc or did you reply to them?"
"I have been replying to them after my own histori-
cal fashion, but I want you to answer them, for yours will
be authentic answers. I have been trying to show them
that even though there have been wars and crusades and so
on, on the surface, there has been throughout history a
demonstrable undercurrent of non-violence. But when I
go again I can give them your answer."
"Well" said Gandhiji, after a slight pause, "the
answer is being given in India in actual practice. It is no
use citing the example of China and Japan. India is the
only place where an answer, if it must come, can come.
Experience here is quite encouraging. Intellectually, of course,
even many people in the West have come to recognize the
futility of violence, and have begun to ask if non-violence
may not after all be worth a trial. Dr. Stanley Jones has
sent me a copy of his recent article —Gandhian Solution of
the Chinese Trouble—and he has seriously discussed various
forms of non-co-operation that may be successfully adopted.
There was a time when Dr. Jones had not much belief in
non-co-operation, but he now seriously suggests it as a
non-violent solution, and has pressed me to go to Europe
to preach peace. But so long as my mission in India
remains unfulfilled, my visit to the West on a peace mis-
sion must be a vain effort. Whilst it is true that non-
violence has made much headway in India, it is not of
much value to an outsider and a critic at that. "
cc What you say, Mahatmaji, is quite correct, viz. that
the answer is being given, and if it is really given on such
a scale as the size of our country, it will be most effective.
For their acceptance—even intellectual—of non-violence
and non-co-operation is in a spirit of condescension."
"It is impossible," said Gandhiji, " that a thing
essentially of the soul can ever be imparted through the
intellect. It is just like trying to import faith in God
through the intellect. It cannot be, as it is essentially a
matter of heart. Faith can be turned into knowledge by

